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MATTHEW vv. 36. 


Ir AND YE VISITED ME: 


E have in This Chapter ſeveral Beautiful 
and Expreſſive Parables, in regard to the 
Method, by which the Proceedings of Our 
moſt Righteous Judge will be regulated at 
the General Day of Retribution. . Our Bleſſ- 
ed Lord, agreeably to his uſual manner of 
Inſtruction, lets us into the Knowledge of 
That moſt Ineereſting Event, by Plain and Appoſite Compariſons, 
all equally tend to Prove the neceſſity of Good Works, 
which will alone conſtitute That Diſtinction, which is to take 
Tlace Hereafter, when the ſeveral Talents, which have been 
committed to our Care, muſt be Reſpectively accounted for. 


CHARITY and Benevolence to our Fellow- Creatures were 
the Practice, as well as Language of che Great Author of our Faith, 
A whi it 


— . — on eine. wakes... . 1 
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whilſt he continued upon Earth. for our Inſtruction in Righte- 


ouſneſs His Human Nature upon all occaſions moſt ſenſibly 
dictated their Relicf—-His Divine Nature moſt — 


completed it. Whatever other engagements demanded his 


Attention, whatever Obligations he was under to the Perform- 
ance of other Duties, all were ſuſpended for a time all were im- 
mediately given up, in order that the ſeveral Diſtreſſes, which | 
follicited his Relief, might be Provided for; in order that the 
« Dumb might ſpeak, the Maimed might be made whole, the 


„Lame might walk, and the Blind might ſee.” How often 


did he incurr the Cenſure of Thoſe rigid Admirers of Legal Or- 
dinances, by the Preference, which he gave upon all occaſions, | 
to Acts of Mercy and of Love, before Thoſe, which They 

looked upon in a far more Obligatory Light? With what Strength 
of Reaſoning does he Expoſe the Weakneſs of Their Argu- 
ments, by ſhewing the ſuperior Excellency of His Proceedings | 
to Theirs, who with a fort of Seli-ſatisfaftion employed the 
ſame care and. earneſtneſs in Preſerving the Life of an Aſs or an 
Ox, as he did in Reſtoring Health to the nobleſt Production of 
the All- mighty Power? For * which of you,“ ſays he, . ſhall 
% have an Aſs or an Ox fallen into a Pit, and will not ſtraight- 


«* way pull him out on the Sabbath Day ?”* Zake xiv. 5. 


Tre Miracles, which Our Bleſſed Saviour Performed, were 


generally of ſuch a Nature, that at the ſame rime they ſhewed 


the Power of his Divinity, they ſhewed likewiſe his Exuberant 
Love to Mankind. Health and Salvation were the conſtant | 


operations of his Hands, ſo that, when the Ear heard him, 
68 ir 
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« jt Bleſſed him, and when the Eye ſaw. him, it gave witneſs te 
« him,” Job xxix. 11. Thus it was, that * the Sun of Righte- 
« ouſneſs aroſe with Healing in his Wings. If therefore Gop 
« ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love one another, by employ- 
ing every opportunity, which Divine Providence has put into 
our Power, to the Comfort and conſolation of our Fellow- 
Creatures; the Amiableneſs of which Diſpoſition it is my Pro- 
vince at this time to explain, tho' Bleſſed. be Gop, without any 
neceſſity of Exhorting you to the Practice of a Duty, which has 


already received ſuch ample Teſtimonies of Your Op. 
and Regard. | 


BEFTORE I proceed any further in This Diſcourſe, it will not, 
I think, be improper to take Notice of the ſeveral ſenſes, in 


which The Word in:ox:ao9:, which Our Engliſh Tranſlation ren- 


ders in the text, © Ye Viſited,” is made uſe of i in the Holy 
Scriptures, The Different Significations of This Word will 
let us into a clear and diſtin& Notion of That Charity, which, 
at the Final Account of All things, will be conſidered by Our 
Moſt Righteous Judge in the ſame Light, as if he himſclf had 


been Panaker of it. I was ſick,” ſays Our Bleſſed Lord, 


© and Ye Viſited me; ſo true is it in this, and no other ſenſe, 
that Our Ry reacheth unto Gop. 


Firſt. eee ſignifies to Provide whatever may be 
neceſſary for the Subſiſtence of Thoſe, whom we intend. to take 
care of. It is in this ſenſe, that it is made uſe of in Ruth i. 6. 
where ſhe declares, that {ſhe had heard, Ts int *TKETT &b Kuguos - Toy 
A%S α,⏑ꝰ TE 081%; euros 4g, 7 chat the Lord had viſited his 


„ People 
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| < People, in giving them Bread,“ that is, in furniſhing them 
| with every thing that was neceſſary for their Support. Pure 
| „Religion and undefiled before God, and the Father,“ ſays 
St. James i. 2 7» 15 this, *Emioximreo fas SePards nav xrews © Ty Miu 
Ziv, * to Viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Affliction,” 
that is, to exerciſe all the Benevolent Offices of Charity towards 
| them, and to endeavour to leſſen and alleviate the Preſent Weight 
| of their Misfortunes, by the feveral Methods, which Thoſe, 
| - who abound in'the good things of this Life, are always furniſh- 
ed with for Promoting the pas of Theoiſelves und eaben. 


| ANOTHER ſenſe of FER Word diele reo dai is, tO Viſit with 
an Intention of Reſtoring the Perſon to the ſeveral Advantages of 
his' Former State, which he has been unhappily deprived of. It 


18 thus that Pr. Luke uſes it, i. 68. "EuNoynTos Kvgiog ö cd: TS legal, 
ors bret UN, xa int db Tao N Sow, Bleſſed be the 


| Lord God! of Iſrael, for he hath Viſited and Redeemed his 
ö 4 People.“ That is, he hath Viſited them ſo, as to do them 
good, and to Reſtore them to the Health of their Salvation, 
which they had loſt, and Which they never could have recover- 
ed, but by This amazing Inſtance of the Divine Goodneſs. 


AGAIN. *Enouinrr:o9 ſignifies to ſee, if Juſtice be done in 
every reſpect to the Party, in favour of whom we Intereſt our- 
ſelves. When Moſes was full Forty Years old, it came into 
4 his heart,“ as we find it in the Acts of the Apoſtles vii. 23. 
Emicxaoova 1g avg avrs mh; ns Iopand, e to Viſit his Brethren 
Ache Children of Iſrael,” where it is 75 from his Behaviour, 

that 
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that it is to be taken in this Senſe, for the following Verſe in- 
forms us, that ** ſeeing one of them ſuffer wrongs he defended 
« him, and avenged him that was CHAI : 


'Emoxinralas likewiſe Ggnifies not only to go and ſee now and 
then, but frequently, to take an exact Account of every thing that 
can poſſibly come under our Obſervation at ſuch times, and to at- 
tend to every minute Circumſtance of Diſtreſs, in order that we 
may be able, if poſſible, to remove it. From Theſe different Sig- 
nifications of the Word z ,,, Te Viſited, We are let in- 
to the ſeveral Branches, as well as a of This — 


Tu E Objects of This Charity are Plentilully ſupplied with 
every kind of Subſiſtance, that is neceſſary and Proper for their 
Preſent circumſtances: Their Diet is adapted to the Nature of the 
ſeveral Diſtempers, which they labour under, in order that the 
Medicines applied upon thele-oocalions may operate more ſucr 
ceſstully. Every Poſſible Method, which Knowledge and Ex- 
perience can furniſh, is made uſe of for Reſtoring them to their 
Former State of Health; and every Religious Motive, moſt 
forcibly Preſſed upon them, for Patience and Reſignation to the 
Divine Will, and for making their Peace with God, by a Sincere 
and EffeQtual Repentance. The conſtant Attendance of Thoſe, 
who are Appointed to Inſpect and overlook This Charity, moſt 
effectually ſecures it from every Abuſe, by giving an Immediate 
Check and Redreſs to any Complaints, that may poſſibly ariſe. 
Such is the Nature of This moſt Excellent Charity, which is the 
occaſion of Our Aſſembling together at this time, in order to 
Return our thanks to Almighty God, for the Great . with 
which it has been Attended. | | 

5 [ 


(6) 


I's HALL employ the remaining part of this Diſcourfe | in 
eving 


Fab, Trex Excellency of This Shay. in 0h, to. the 
Community. | : 


- Secondly. TR Happy Conſequences of it, in = to 
T hoſe, - who are thus poſed in their . K to ane forths 
Sick and 19 11. 7 5 - 


Pink. LAM to 3 Fl Excellency 6 3 T his s Chart, 1 in re- 
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In the Diſpoſition of 10 feveraP 8 which enen 
both the Body Natural and the Body Politick, it has been ſo ad- 
mirably contrived by Divine Wiſidom, that each ſhall have a re- 
ference to the other, that each ſhall contribute to the H appineſs 
and Well- being of the other; ſo that, the Eye cannot ſay un- 
to the Hand, I have no need of thee, nor again the Head to 
«© the Feet, 1 have no need of you.“ Cor. xii. 21. Each 
Member has its appointed uſes, its Deſtined Sphere to act in, in 
order that by their ſeveral operations the whole Machine may 
be kept entire. And as this Regulation is neceſſary in regard to 
the Body Natural, fo does it hold likęwiſe equally ſo, in regard 
to the Body Politickx. The Labour of the Lower Claſs of Man- 
kind is as eſſential to the Happineſs of the Rich and Opulent, as 
Their Affluence of Fortune is to the Maintenance and Support 


ne: "Thoſe, who by Divine Appointment are ** to cat their Bread 
17 - 66. in 
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ce jr; the Sweat of their Face.“ ' Withour the Mutual Affiſtance 
of each other, neither the one could © be clothed in Purple, 
«© and fine Linen, and fare ſumptuouſly every Day, nor the o- 
« ther eat of his own Vine, and of his own Fig tree, and drink 
d the Waters of his own Ciſtern.** Since therefore the Labori- 
ous and Induſtrious are as neceſſary a Part of the Community, 
as even the Rich and the Opulent, what can be better calculated 
for the Preſervation of the Whole, than the noble Proviſion, 
vhich is made by This Charity, for the ſeveral Diſeaſes and Ac- 
cidents which. That Part of the Human Species is moſt Expoſed 
to, which is leaſt able of itſelf to Procure proper Aſſiſtance for? 
How many uſeful Members of Society are by this Means Reſto- 
red to their former Strength and Vigour, and enabled to per- 
form the ſeveral Functions of their Callings, in order that we 
may eat the Labour of their Hands.“ By this Means the 
Voice of Joy and Health is heard in the Dwellings. of the Poor, 
inſtead of the Plaiative Moans of Pining Sickneſs, and Diltreſsfal 
Care. But Great, as theſe Advantages are, they are not the on- 
ly ones, that ariſe from ſuch a Proviſion: for the Sick and Needy. 
The Happy Effects of Temperance. and Sobriety are here ſo 
ſenſibly felt, as that they cannot but operate in ſome degree upon 
Thoſe, who are now under a neceſſity of attending to their Effi- 
cacy ; and thus by acquiring a Temporary: Habit of Theſe Vir- 
tues, it is far from being Improbable, that many will have Reſo- 
lution enough to conform, in the Future Part of their; Life, to 
the Practice of what they cannot but be convinced ĩs ſo eſſential to. 
their Health, ſo abſolutely neceſſary ſor enabling them to Provide 
for themſclves and Families by Diligence and Induſtry in their 
Reſpective Callings. But there is another Bleſſing, which attends 
| This. 
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This Charitable Work of Ours, of the Greateft Canſequence-and 
Importance to Mankind, which were I not to talce Notice of, j 
ſhould not only be greatly deficient in the Part, which I have 
undertaken, but in That Regard and Efteem, which is due to 
Thoſe, who labour more Abundantly, chan us _ in . * 
Work of Chriftian Love. „ 21514 


Srtnce Nothing is EE than that Sickneſs and Amke. 
tion are the moſt perſuaſive Calls to Religion, and that Men un- 
der theſe Circumſtances are moſt Powerfully diſpoſed to turn 
their Eyes into themſelves, to ſearch, and examine their ow¹ 
conſciences, and to trace their Preſent Miſery. to its true and Ori- 
ginal Cauſe; I ſay, as this is the caſe, Every the leaſt tendency to 
This Holy Work is moſt happily improved to their great and 
unſpeakable Comfort by the Pious Care of the Clergy of This 
Place, who are unwearied in the conſcientious diſcharge of This 
moſt important Part of the Miniſterial Office. Whatever there- 
fore be the Divine Determination, in regard to Thoſe Objects, 
which are here taken care of, every poſſible Method is employed; 
either to reſtore them to Soundneſs both of Body and Mind, or 
to fit and prepare them for that Great Change, they muſt under- | 
go, when * put off their OP — of the * T 


5 AM now to d'confider the in e to T hole 
who are thus diſpoſed i in their Hearts to Provide ws ae __ 


Needy. 


WER Ito addreſs you upon a Plan of os Principles, I 
need only obſerve, that to relieve: Diſtieſs in any Shape is one 
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of the moſt Pleaſing Senſations of Humanity, and that to extend 
our Care and Concern to the Preſervation of the Human Speci- 
es, paſſes amongſt Mankind, for the Higheſt Inſtance of a noble 
and generous Soul. But as Chriſtianity is built upon a far more 
glorious and extenſive Plan, let us not loſe ſight of That, in or- 
der to pay a Compliment to our Moral Excellencies. Since our 
Bleſſed and Holy Religion propoſes God, as the Judge of Hu- 
man Actions, and His Glory, as the ſole Point, to which they 
ſhou'd all be directed, let us raiſe our thoughts from the Ap- 
plauſes of Mankind ta the Approbation of the Almighty, when 
Men and Angels ſhall be witneſſes of our Conduct.“ Morality, 
it is true, informs us, that Mercy and Compaſſion are the Peculi- 
ar Ornaments of our Nature; But Chriſtianity teaches us, that 
the Exerciſe of theſe Virtues exalts our Human Nature into the 
neareſt Reſemblance of the Divine; and that by putting on 
« Bowels of Mercy and Kindneſs, by binding up the Broken- 
« Hearted, and by Providing for the Sick and Needy,“ we re- 
reſemble, as much as it is poſſible for us in our Preſent State, 
the Son of God, whoſe peculiar Excellency it was to go — 
doing Good, and healing every Sickneſs, and every Diſcaſe a 
mong the People. Mat. ix. 33. And by Thus treading in 
the Steps of our Lord and Maſter, we are abundantly aſſured, 
that we are lay ing up in Store for ourſelves a good foundation a- 
gainſt the time to come, and that not only the Bleſſing of Thoſe, 
whom we thus Charitably relieve, will come upon us, but the 
Bleſſing likewiſe of the Judge of the Whole World, who has po- 
ſitively declared, that he will Place every Action of this kind to 
his own Account, and reward it-accordingly. , In as much, fays 
© he, as Ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe: My Bre- 
C ce thren 


„ 


« thren, ye have done it unto me. Enter ye therefore into Uſe 
« Eternal.“ | : | 


How ought we to Praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, who. | 
by thus Revealing his Divine Will unto us, hath “ poured | 
<« into our Hearts That moſt Excellent Gift of Charity, the 
* very Bond of Peace, and of all Perfectneſs, and without 
« which all our doings are nothing worth?” To what, but a 
Religious Senſe of our Duty to God, manifeſted in our Love 
to our Fellow. Creatures, can we poſſibly impute the amazing 
Succeſs, with which This Charity has been attended, which was 
no ſooner thought on, than put in Execution; no ſooner con- 
ceived, than brought to Maturity ? Some Peculiar Advantages 
indeed it had, by taking it's riſe at a time, when Divine Pro- 
vidence had placed at the Head of This Dioceſe a Prelate of | 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Virtues, always zealous in the Service of his 
God, always unwearied in well-doing. But then, how ſenſibly | 
muſt the Foſs of ſo valuable a Life have been felt amongſt 
us, had not the ſame Virtues been moſt happily united in his 
Succeſſor, had not the ſame Diſpoſition to Benefit Mankind 
been the Amiable Part of his Character? May we not reaſonably 
hope under ſuch a Patronage, and from the noble Contributions, 
which are annually raiſed for the Support of This Charity,-(and 
which ought upon this Occaſion to be mentioned, as they 
are, with the warmeſt Gratitude) that it will be handed down to 
the lateſt. Poſterity, not only with the Preſent, but even Greater 
Advantages, and that the Poor will here always find a ſure 
* refuge in the needful time of trouble? With this View, 

may 


; 


6 
may God grant, that there may never be wanting a Set of Men, 
equal in Skill, equal in Humanity, to Thoſe Learned Gentle- 
men, who have given ſuch abundant proof both of their Ability 
and Diligence in their conſtant Attendance on Theſe unhappy 
Objects of Diſtreſs, and whom I will beg leave to addreſs in 
the Language of the Roman Orator upon Another Occaſion, 
tho? equally applicable to this. Nibil eſt tam Populare, quan 
Bonitas. Nulla de Virtutibus veſtris plurimis, nec gratior, nec 
admirabilior, quam Myſericordia eſt: Homines enim ad Deos nulla 
re propius accedunt, quam Salutem Hominibus dando. Nibil habet 
nec Fortuna veſtra maj us, quam ut poſi tis, nec Natura veſtra me- 
lius, quam ut velitis, conſervare 122 Flurinos. Orat. pro NJ 
Ligario. | 


* 


HOowWEvRER jultly the Viees and Immoralities of the W 
Age may be cenſured; Whatever Reaſon we may have (and 
ſome reaſon we undoubtedly have) to complain of the many 
Abuſes, which ought to be reformed, both in our Civil and 
Religious Conduct; However deficient we may have been in 
many Points of Practice, both as Men and Chriſtians, Vet, if we 


take a View of the ſeveral Charities, which are eſtabliſned in 
This Kingdom, we ſurely muſt allow, that ſome Merit is que = 


to the Virtues of Theſe Times; to Virtues of a moſt Benevolent 
Kind, and formed upon. the very Plan of That Divine Perſon, 
who has declared them to be the Eſſentials of his Religion. D 


CHARIT v, the Great Duty of the Chriſtian Religion, is 
then alone Practiſed in it's Higheſt Purity and Perfection, when 


it divides its Streams, like a River, into various Channels, in 
order 


| 
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6 
order that it may more effe&ually ſerve the ſeveral purpoles of 
Thoſe, who live within the reach of it's refreſhing Current, 
And if this be the caſe, what pleaſing Reflections muſt we 
feel, when we turn our Eyes towards the Great Metropolis of 
This Nation, no leſs diſtinguiſhed for its extenſive Charities, 
than for its extenſive Commerce ? (And indeed it ſeldom fails, 
but when the Latter flouriſhes moſt, the Former is carried to 
the Greateſt Height) Here, I ay, we ſee This Fountain of 
Chriſtian Love pouring forth it's Streams of Health and Hap- 
pineſs to all around it. Here, That Charity, which Our 
Bleſſed Lord both taught and Practiſed, is moſt happily diſ- 
played in all its Amiable Offices Here we ſee Her employed 
in Recalling the Shattered Remains of Reaſon, and, after all 
the various Sports of a Wild and Heated Imagination, endea- 
vouring, by every poſſible Method, to replace her again in her 
Original State of Tranquility and Peace. An Office of the 
moſt Intereſting Nature to Mankind, to reſtore the uſe of That 
Invaluable Blefling, which alone diſtinguiſhes them from the 


Reſt of the Creation. 


| Again... Vr the Havock, and Deſolation, which his 4 
deen generally made by the Small Pox in every Populous City, 
till Divine Providence diſcovered a Method of leſſening the 
Malignity of a Diſtemper, ſo fatal to the Human Species. 
View it, 1 ſay, in all its Manat and Rapid Progreſs, when 
ſcarce One in Seven eſcaped it's Deſtructive Force. View it 
with all its aggravating Circumſtances, when left to range at 
large without a Proper Reſtraint, and View it now in its Preſent 


State, when the Poyſon i is 0 gently conveyed, that the Weakeſt 
Con- 
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Conſtitution is not 'only enabled to Struggle with it, but to 
Overcome it, and when, according to the loweſt computation, 
not One in To Hundred dies under the Artificial Method of 
communicating This Diſtemper. And This Bleſſing of ſuch 
Intereſting: Conſequence to the Human. Species, and which fer 
ſome time was engroſſcd as the ſole Privilege of the Rich, the 
Foor and the. Indigent are now Partakers of, by the Liberal 
Contributions of Thoſe,- who rejoice in every Opportunity of 
Promoting the Welfare of their Fellow-Creatures, As the 
Happineſs. and Proſperity. of a Nation abſolutely depends upon 
the Number of it's Inhabitants,. I truſt in God, that a Method. 
manifeſtly tending to anſwer ſo deſirable an End, will in 
Proceſs of time become an Univerſal Practice, and that Hoſpitals | 
will be erected, in the Neighbourhood of every Populous City, 
for Inoculating the Children of the Poor. In ſhort, ſuch is the 
Extenſive Benevolence of the Preſent Age, ſuch. it's Compaſ- 
fionate Attention to the Diſtreſſes of the Lower Claſs of Man- 
kind, that there is ſcarce a Calamity incident to Human Nature, 
but a Fund is immediately Eflabliſhed for it's Relief. Nay even 
« out. of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings are the Praiſes of 
« This Generation Perfected. Happy therefore are the People, 
% who are in ſuch a caſe, Yea Bleſſed are the People, who: 
« have the Lord for their God, and who love him with all 
« their Heart, and with all their Soul, and their Neighbour a as 


e themſelves.“ 


OTHER Comte it is true, and eſpecially Thoſe, » where 
Popery rides Triumphant, erect, as well as we, Magnificent 


Structures, moſt. Nobly ang Amply endowed, but — for far 
D- differs” 


En 


different Ends and Purpoſes Not for the Maintenance and 
Support of the Poor, and the Miſerable, but for the Reception 
of the Indolent in Affluence and Plenty. Not for Reſtoring 
Uſeful Members to Society, but for Excluding Thoſe, who 
might be ſo, from having any Share in it. —— Not to Feed the 
Hungry, Clothe the Naked, Viſit and take Care of the Sicky 
but to ſpread Hatred, Variance, Confuſion, and Strife, by 
Their Emiſſaries every where diſperſed, to unhinge Other 
Governments, by Poiſoning the Civil and Religious Principles 
of their People. Where That Charity therefore prevails, which 
is ſtiled by the Apoſtle, *©* the Fulfilling of the Law,“ I ſhall 
leave to your own Determinations, after having cloſed This 
Diſcourſe with St Paul's Deſcription . of it. Charity, Jays 
This Apoſtle, <** worketh no ill to its Neighbour ; Charity 
& ſuffereth long, and is kind; Charity envieth not; Charity 
* vaunteth not itſelf ; is net puffed up, is not eaſily Provoked, 
& 'Thinketh no Evil, rqoiceth not in en, but n 
in the Truth.“ | 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as-is moſt due, all Honour, Power, 
Might, ' Majeſty, and r Henceforth, and for Ever. 
2 more. Amen. J N 
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In Page 12, Line 7, for when, read where, 
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